
! "!

!
!

"#$%&$'!()!"*+,$-.!/&0 
Ballantine-Leavitt Professor of History, The American University of Paris 

Director, !"#$"%&'(%&!%)$)*+,&-".(*%+*/&0$12)"3 
Associate Editor, 4##+,"35&6)3$()%"&"$&0*)"#*"3&0(*)+,"3&

Directeur de publications7&89"&8(*:1";),,"&<";)"=>?+&<";1"&8(*:1";),,">8(*:1";),,"@A&
Co-Editor, B#$"%#+$)(#+,&C(,)$)*+,&0*)"#*"&4D3$%+*$3 

69 quai d’Orsay, 75007 Paris 
ssawyer@aup.fr 

 
12345678.!92"23945!370!:34;<1=!3//>671?271" 
 
2008-present  !"##"$%&$'-(0(%& 

mailto:swsawyer@uchicago.edu


! #!

2015-present 0A-$B#E-. 4$'#$-!FE-!4-A#AB*Q!0$@EB-*B,!"#SOA$D



! $!



! %!

2015 Z(1#2+%)"3&('&$9"&0$+$"&)#&E#)$"2&0$+$"3&6)3$(%/7&co-editor with James T. Sparrow and 
William Novak (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 

 
2015 Editor, Z"/(#2&0$+$","33&-".(*%+*/



! &!

 
2020 





! (!

 
2008  “Placing Sovereignty: Democratic capitals as an 9)3$()%"LH%(D,`.",” ?+& <";1"&

8(*:1";),,"7&Vol. XXIX, n° 2, pp 95-110.  
 
2007  “A Question of Life or Death: Administrative Bodies and Administrating Bodies 

in Nineteenth-Century Paris,” in X)",23& ('& FGH"%$)3"O& 4& !(.H+%+$);"& 6)3$(%/& ('&
FGH"%$&C%(*"21%"3&)#&C+%)3&+#2&?(#2(#7&AfQQ&$(&H%"3"#$. C. Rabier, ed. (Cambridge: 
Cambridge Scholars Press), pp. 291-315.  

 
2005  “Locating the Center: Confining and Defining the Capital through the Parisian 

Fortifications.”&

http://www.humanities.uchicago.edu/ARTFL/Projects/CRL




! *!

"#:M!! La Révolution française et l’histoire du monde. Deux siècles de débats historiques et politiques 1815-
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2006 Pierre Rosanvallon. 89"&-".(*%+*/&('&-)3$%13$O&B#3$)$1$)(#3&+#2&C%+*$)*"3&('&!(1#$"%LC(,)$)*3&
)#&6)3$(%)*+,&C"%3H"*$);". !(1%3&+1&!(,,`I"&2"&X%+#*" given for the Sealy Lectures at 
Cambridge University. 

2004 Jean-Luc Nancy. “The Technique of the Present.” Trans. Agnès Derail-Imbert 
and Stephen W. Sawyer. In S#&i+=+%+O&C+)#$)#I3&('&TQ&l"+%3. New York: David 
Werner.  
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2019 1&$!?*\A'P!EF!*!7$+!(E-QO!>-O$-]!/$-D%$B#AC$D!E'!#&$!/*-AD!/$*B$!

4E'F$-$'B$!EF!K^K^. Co-convened with Albert Wu and the Belfer Center at 
the Harvard Kennedy School. 3-day international conference with over 40 
participants from around the world, including leading scholars, ambassadors 
and dignitaries. 

 
2018 :ESB*SQ#!*'O!#&$!%-EUQ$@!EF!DSD#*A'A'P!%EQA#AB*Q!*B#AE'. Co-organized with 

Oliver Feltham, with the participation of Paul Patton and Christopher 
Barbour, IPSA, Brisbane Australia. 

 
2018 <$P*BA$D!EF!K^_N. Co-organized with Daniel Steinmetz-Jenkins. Two-day 

symposium on the intellectual history of 1968 and the following decades.  
 
2018 /EQA#AB*Q!1-*'DA#AE'D!*'O :$O$-*Q!

!

 



! ""!

Audier, Andrew Jainchill, Michael Behrent, Michael Scott Christoferson. 
December 7-8. 

 
2013 "#*#$!*'O!2@%A-$) International symposium organized with Steven Pincus and 

co-funded by Yale University. Held at the American University of Paris 
including John Darwin, Desmond King, Annick Lempérière, James Livesey, 
Philippe Minard, William Novak, Jean-Frédéric Schaub, James Sparrow, and 
David Todd. 

 
2011 1&$!7$+!/EQA#AB*Q!5AD#E-,!EF!#&$!:-$'B&!*'O!3@$-AB*'!"#*#$D International 

symposium at the American University of Paris with William Novak, James 
Sparrow, Patrick LeGales, Romain Huret, Nicolas Barreyre, Nicolas 
Delalande, Philippe Bezes, Sarah Gensburger, Marc-
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2010 89"&V%+#2&C+%)3O&!1,$1%+,&M),)"1&)#&$9"&C%(*"33&('&M"$%(H(,)$+#)K+$)(#&
 W$-QA'.!8$-@*',.!5$-#A$!"B&EEQ!EF!8EC$-'*'B$, Cultures and Globalization 

Symposium, organized by Helmut Anheier and Raj Isar, December. 
 
2010 4%*9+"(,(I/&('&$9"&C+%)3&E#2"%I%(1#2  
 3@D#$-O*@.!7$#&$-Q*'OD.!;'AC$-DA#,!EF!3@D#$-O*@, Symposium on Paris-

Amsterdam Underground organized by Andrew Hussey and Christopher 
Linder.  November.  

 
2010  89"&!1,$1%"&('&M"$%(H(,)$+#&-".(*%+*/O&0*"#"3&('&M(D),)K+$)(#&)#&$9"&V%+#2&C+%)3&
 8E#&$'US-P.!"+$O$', ISA World Congress of Sociology (invited and financed 

by Research Community 3), July 11-17 
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2019 “The Birth of the Democratic Social Contract, 1810-1850” Political Theory 

Workshop, Stanford Universty, May 9. 
 
2017  “Thiers et le droit de la nécessité” F$+$3&2["G*"H$)(#, Institut d’études avancées de 

Paris. 
 
2016 « Elie Halévy ou les Défis De L’État Démocratique, » In honor of the 

publication of ?[b%"&2"3&$/%+#)"3, (Maison Blanche à Sucy-en-Brie), 27 
novembre 2016 
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+1G&F$+$3LE#)35+Les Echanges Historiographiques Franco-Americains7&
organized by David Bell, Antoine Lilti and Philip Nord.&252"" 3 novembre 
2016.+

 
2016 “Fiscal Federalism: Local Debt and the Construction of the Modern State in the 

United States and France,” V,(D+,&6)3$(%/&('&$9"&C(,)$)*3&('&C1D,)*&-"D$, "BA$'B$DM
/E-/*-AD, Paris, June 2016 

 
2014                  “Beyond the Tocquevillian Myth: Revisiting Stories Americans and French Tell 

Themselves About Big Government.” University of Chicago, Dean’s Salon 
for the Division of the Humanities. 1&$!3-#D!4QSU!EF!4&AB*PE, April 17. 

 
2013 “Adolphe Thiers and the payment of the Franco-Prussian war reparations” 

Symposium on ='>%3+='?.9-"923+7&%&@'$0:&AB+4&C(,)$)*+,&6)3$(%/&('&C1D,)*&
-"D$3+rF1%(H"&+#2&$9"&E#)$"2&0$+$"37&'%(.&$9"&?+$"&F)I9$""#$9&!"#$1%/h,&"BA$'B$D!
/E.!/*-AD, June 24+
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2012 “Veridiction and the Liberal State of Exception in Herman Melville’s Billy Budd” 
Seminar ?[NHN"&"$&,+&H,1.", bBEQ$!'E-@*Q$!DS%T-A$S-$M;Q@. March 5. 

 
2012 “Penser Paris, penser le pouvoir: L’État et la ville capitale au XIXe siècle” 

?s1%D+#)3+$)(#&"#&!9)#"&"$&,s9)3$()%"&2"&,s1%D+#)3+$)(#&2"&C+%)3. Annie Bergeret Curien 
(CNRS), Zhu Xiaoyang !(Université Beida, Pékin), Yuan Zhigang " 
([économiste] Université Fudan, Shanghai), Annie Fourcaut (Université Paris 
I Panthéon-Sorbonne). :?"5i479"i252"".!/*-AD 26 janvier.  

 
2011 “The Case of Billy Bud: Representative Men, Terror and the Liberal State of 

Exception.” Seminar: VORTEX, ;'AC$-DA#T! /*-AD! j! "E-UE''$M7ESC$QQ$. 
December 10.  

 
2011 “La Petite traversée du Grand Paris. Vers une apprehension globale des 

‘ambiances’ dans l’espace métropolitain.” One of three finalists invited to 
present our article for a prize (2500 euros) given by the Institute for the City 
and Commerce. September 27 at the 6'D#A#S#!%ES-!Q*!CAQQ$!$#!Q$!BE@@$-B$, 
/*-AD) 

 
2011 “Nothing Succeeds Like Failure: Local Impact of Global Mega-Events in New 

York and Paris in the wake of failed Olympic bids” (with Scott Salmon) 7$+!
"B&EEQ!FE-!"EBA*Q!9$D$*-B&.!7$+!=E-\, May 5.  

 
2011 “Local Bureaucracy, Universal Power: The Political Construction of Scale in 

Revolutionary Paris, 1789-1815” 5AD#E-AB*Q!6'D#A#S#$.!;'AC$-DA#,!EF!1$V*DM
3SD#A'. March 7.  

 
2011 Invited Discussant for a symposium on “Spontaneity and Organization in 

European Democratic Contention.” 4$'#$-!FE-!2S-E%$*'!"#SOA$D!*'O!#&$!
/EQA#AB*Q! "BA$'B$! 0$%*-#@$'#.! ;'AC$-DA#,! EF! 1$V*D.! 3SD#A') The 
symposium was organized by Kurt Weyland and included invitations to 
Kathleen Canning, David Shafer, Jonathan Sperber and Michael Geyer.  

 
2010 “L’écho de la Fête de la Fédération aux États-Unis” !(..N.(%+$)(#&2"&,+&Xc$"&2"&

?+&XN2N%+$)(#. Organized by Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie and Georges-Henri 
Soutou. June 25, at the bBEQ$!?AQA#*A-$.!/*-AD.  

 
2010  “From Utopia to Usonia and from Crabgrass to Celebration: Critical Perspectives 

in American Urban Form” Plenary lecture given for the Master’s Program in 
Urban Planning, /*-ADMK!/*'#&TE'M"E-UE''$, January 11. 

 
2009  “La municipalité H+%)3)"##" à l’épreuve d’une révolution '%+#g+)3",” Séminaire de 

Pierre Serna, S%2%"3& "$& 2N3(%2%"3&2+#3& ,"&C+%)3& 2"& ,+&<N;(,1$)(#& rAeeQLAPARh, "*QQ$!
?*-B!WQEB&.!6'D#A#S#!Oa&AD#EA-$!O$!Q*!-TCEQS#AE'!F-*'k*AD$.!;'AC$-DA#T!O$!
/*-ADMK!/*'#&TE'M"E-UE''$, December 16.  

 
2008  “Définir un intérêt particulier parisien, 1840-1848.” Paper given for the Seminar 

41$(1%& 2"& ,+& <N;(,1$)(#& AeRQLAPRQ (Antoine Lilti and Jean-Luc Chiappey) at 
27"M;Q@, May 23.  

 
2007  “Une municipalité capitale. L’administration de Paris dans la première moitié du 

XIXe siècle,” Paper presented in the seminar, 0"%;)%&,[F$+$&̂ B^eL^^e&3)`*,"37 Marc 
Olivier Baruch et Alain Chatriot, 252"", January 19.  

 
2006  “The Objectivity of Archives and Archives as Objects.” Paper presented in the 

seminar, ?"3&*9(3"3&"$&,"3&.($3, 2BEQ$!7E-@*Q$!"S%T-A$S-$M;Q@, April 24. 
 



! "'!

2005!! lUne question de vie ou de mort. Le corps administratif et l'administration des 
corps au XIXe siècle à Paris.f Discussant, Christian Baudelot, ?+D(%+$()%"&2"3&
0*)"#*"3&0(*)+,"3, bBEQ$!'E-@*Q$!DS%T-A$S-$M
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“Powers of Paris: the City, the Capital, the Center”               2008-2011 
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